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Widening Participation – strategic 
priorities 2008 - 2009

• HE links with schools, academies and colleges

• HE links with communities

• Evidence of the impact and value for money of 
widening participation – strategic assessments

• Focus on key interventions in a progression 
framework (Aimhigher)



Links between HE – schools, academies and 

colleges (1)

• Shared governance and strategic planning 
arrangements – especially school improvement

• Cooperation on curriculum development

• Support for learners



Links between HE – schools, academies and 

colleges (2)

• Targeting the resource – personalisation and 
differentiation

• Implementation of a Higher Education Progression 
Framework

• HE related Information, Advice and Guidance

• School/college based HE related learning 
coordinators

• Implementation of the NCEE recommendations

• HEFCE funded research projects



HE links with communities

• Six more “Four Cities Studies”

• A new “University Challenge”

• Lifelong Learning Networks

• Employer engagement



Evidence of the impact of widening 
participation

• HEI strategic assessments of widening participation 
plans and access agreements

• Aimhigher partnership local evaluation plans

• National evaluation by NFER



Aimhigher - Focus on key interventions in a 

progression framework

• School and college engagement

• Campus visits

• Aimhigher Associates

• Summer schools

• HE related IAG
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